This week’s torah portion is called Shmot and it is the first story in the second book of the bible – Exodus or in Hebrew Shmot. Shmot begins directly where the book of Genesis left off.  In this story it lists the "names" of the seventy descendants of Jacob who came down to Egypt after Joseph. It says they were very fertile and increased greatly in Egypt. When a new king comes to the throne in Egypt, he enslaves the people out of fear that this growing population of Israelites might prove to be a threat. When this oppression doesn’t curb their growth, he issues orders to kill all newborn Israelite boys. The infant Moses, however, survives this decree, and when his mother can no longer keep him hidden, she leaves him in a basket floating on the Nile. He is found by the daughter of Pharaoh, who adopts him and hires his mother as a wet-nurse. The text then jumps ahead. Moses, now a man, seeing a taskmaster beating an Israelite slave, Moses kills the Egyptian and then must flee. He runs to Midian, where he is welcomed by a Midianite priest and is given his daughter Zipporah as a wife. She gives birth to a son. While tending his new father-in-law's flocks, Moses is called by God from the burning bush. God instructs Moses to return to Egypt to free the Israelites from slavery. Moses returns and is reunited with his Brother Aaron. Together they go and pay their first visit to Pharaoh. But Pharaoh dismisses Moses and his God, and increases the workload of the slaves.

In this torah portion Moshe is called to the burning bush. G-d tells Moshe to return to Egypt to free the Israelites from slavery. With awe and humility, Moses does exactly what G-d wants even though he knows how difficult the task is.  Why was Moses given this task?  Was it a payback for being saved?  Was it merely because he was the right person?  Was it because he was strong and killed the Egyptian who was beating the Israelite?  What is the lesson for us?  Would we hear G-d calling us as Moshe heard? Do we hear G-d calling us at all? Are we listening? Would we commit to a task that is not easy?  I believe Moses is a great leader and that is why G-d reached out to him. What makes a great leader?  Someone who sets an example.  We all have difficult tasks to do in our lives.  Difficult conversations, complex issues to face, things we have avoided because they are too difficult.  May Moses be our example.  The task was not an easy one and initially the results were not as he wished but he moved forward and took the risk.  When was the last time we took a difficult risk?  The response will not always be what we want but we never will know unless we move forward.  Listen to G-d calling us from the burning bush saying, ”Return to that difficult situation – take that risk”. Like Rabbi Tarfon teaches us in Pirke Avot- in ethics of our fathers “We are not required to complete the task but we must begin it.”  G-d is with us in our challenges and in our struggles.  Go for it!!!  Amen.  
