“The world is full of wonders and miracles, but we cover our eyes and see nothing”. 


 … Baal Shem Tov.
Al HaNisim

Al hanisim v’al hapurkan

v’al hag’vurot, v’al hat’shuot,

She-asita la-avoteinu

bayamim hahem

bazman hazeh.

We are thankful for the miracles, the deliverances, the heroic liberating battles, which you enacted through our ancestors in those days at this season.

The Al HaNisim prayer is prayed and sang during this season of Chanukah.  The Baal Shem Tov, the great Hassidic Rebbe said, “The world is full of wonders and miracles, but we cover our eyes and see nothing”. What does this mean?  It means that even in the darkness we need to search for the light.  We need to open our eyes and search out the good.  Even when it is difficult we need to look for what might be a miracle. When we are so challenged by economy, illness, fear, tragedy, we need to put that aside during Chanukah, and as we light the menorah each night remember the warmth of the Chanukah lights. As we sing Al HaNisim this year let us remember that G-d was with us in the past and is with us now.

May we all be blessed with a beautiful Chanukah filled with love, family, friends, food, and driedels.

Amen.

